A very short time after the first announcement of the paindestroying properties of ether and chloroform, the facility with which it was supposed that these agents might be used for criminal purposes, was strongly urged as an objection to their employment. The Paris, but the full details of which are not to be found in any of the journals, the trial having been conducted with closed doors. Two young girls brought a charge of rape against a dentist, alleging that the act had been perpetrated while they were under the influence of ether, and that they were incapable of resisting it. As far as we can discover from the imperfect 10*
Parliament, (14 and 15 Vict. ch. 19, s. 3,) making the use of ether and chloroform a felony, where employed for the purpose of producing insensibility, with intent to commit rape or other felonies. The only instance, as far as we know, of alleged rape under these circumstances, is one Avhich occurred in Paris, but the full details of which are not to be found in any of the journals, the trial having been conducted with closed doors. Two young girls brought a charge of rape against a dentist, alleging that the act had been perpetrated while they were under the influence of ether, and that they were incapable of resisting it. As far as we can discover from the imperfect [Jak't, report of the charge of the presiding judge, no other testimony was offered to the fact but that of the young women; the accused was condemned to six years of hard labor, and damages to the amount of 1500 francs. "He retired," it is said, "protesting his innocence."?(Abeille Medicale, 1847, p. 331.) The trial which has been recently concluded in this city, for a similar offence alleged to have been committed by a dentist upon one of his patients, has awakened a warm interest in the community. It is not our purpose to make any direct allusion to this trial; nor to offer an opinion upon the testimony brought forward to sustain the accusation. Our remarks, although sug- There is a striking analogy between the effects of ether and those of alcohol; the chief difference between them being in the more rapid and complete insensibility produced by the former, and in the more evanescent character of the intoxication.
There is a period of excitement, of stupor, and of recovery, and the phenomena observed in different individuals vary according to their temperament and habits. In general, the stage of excitement in etherized patients is short, and verges rapidly into that of unconsciousness and insensibility to pain. 
